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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 0 1 VANCOU 01241 1 5023 1 Z 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO ERDA-07 AID-05 CEA-01 CIAE-00 
COME-OO DODE-OO EB-08 FPC-01 H-02 INR-07 INT-05 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 OMB-01 PM-05 USIA-15 OES-07 
SP-02 SS-15 STR-05 TRSE-00 ACDA-12 FEA-01 /120W 

047283 150722Z/17 

R 142230Z DEC 77 
FM AMCONSUL VANCOUVER 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3921 
INFO AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 

UNCLAS VANCOUVER 1241 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, CA 

SUBJECT: WEST COAST OIL PORTS INQUIRY 

1 . MAJOR PARTICIPANTS IN THE WEST COAST OIL PORTS INQUIRY ARE 
SUMMARIZING THEIR POSITIONS TO DATE AT A THREE-DAY PUBLIC SESSION 
WHICH COMMENCED DECEMBER 13 IN VANCOUVER. THE PURPOSE OF THE 
SUMMATION IS TO ASSIST DR. THOMPSON IN HIS INTERIM REVIEW OF THE 
INQUIRY WHICH IS TO BE PRESENTED TO OTTAWA BY MARCH 31. 

2. IN OPENING DECEMBER 13 SESSION, INQUIRY COUNSEL SUBMITTED A 
165-PAGE BRIEF WHICH, WHILE ADMITTING ITS CONCLUSIONS ARE BASED 
ON INCOMPLETE EVIDENCE, SAYS PORT PROPONENTS HAVE NOT SHOWN 
THAT CANADA NEEDS A WEST COAST OIL PORT AND STATES THAT U.S. 
REQUIREMENTS CAN BE MET THROUGH OIL EXCHANGES AND OTHER SHIPMENT 
ALTERNATIVES. REPORT IS CRITICAL OF KITIMAT PIPE LINE'S ' LACK 

OF COMMITMENT" TO THE INQUIRY AND OTTAWA'S ALLEGED FAILURE TO 
ANSWER "A HOST OF POLICY QUESTIONS" WHICH COULD HAVE LED TO AN 
EVALUATION WHETHER A PORT IS ESSENTIAL. 

3. COPIES OF REPORT WILL BE MAILED TO EMBASSY AND EUR/CAN. 
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